April 6, 2010 
8:00 PM to 9:30 PM

Maryland Parents of Blind Children 

Minutes Phone Meeting

Present:

Susan Polansky

Bob Watson
Trudy Pickrel

Bill Jacobs

Melissa Riccobono

Meeting Topic: Initial Planning for NFB of Maryland Convention 2010

Convention Childcare: 

Discussion of providers for child care. Susan Polansky has been in contact with the leader of the Girl Scout Troop 1456 that staffed the childcare room last year. The leader will be getting back to Susan as Annapolis is quite a distance for them to come. If Troop 1456 is unable to staff the childcare room for 2010 then more local Girl Scout Troops will be contacted. 

Melissa stated she will be going to the hotel in July or August to look at the rooms to be used for convention including looking for a room for childcare. Bill Jacobs offered to go along, also Susan Polansky will go if able.

Offering childcare for Friday afternoon was discussed. Trudy stated she has a contact at University of Maryland that she would talk to about providers for Friday afternoon childcare. 

Discussion regarding an activity to get the children out of the room for awhile such as a scavenger hunt. 

Convention Friday Workshops

After discussion of ideas the following are initial thoughts on Friday workshops

Start with a speaker re expectations for blind students and the new education standards for Braille students just passed by the Maryland legislator. Possible speaker to be contacted by Bob Watson is Natalie Shaheen. 
Follow the initial speaker with the beginning Braille workshop presented by Bob Watson. 

Follow the Braille workshop with a speaker on IEP’s. Possible speaker to be contacted by Susan Polansky is Carlton Walker. 

Possible Friday evening topic is the Multi-disabled Blind Child, provider would need to be found. 

Satuday Activity for Youth age 9 to High School

Discussion of arranging for a walking tour of Annapolis. This activity will a combined educational and fun event with inclusion of Orientation and Mobility. Maurice Perret will again be asked to be the lead O&M, others will need to be recruited to assist, some parents may go along. There are several companies that do walking tours. Susan Polansky will contact Watermark Cruises who do a 2 hr 15 min walking tour. Cost for Children to age 11 is $10.00, over age 11 is $ 16.00. Photo ID is required for ages 16 and above. The Hotel is 3 miles for downtown, transportation will need to be arranged, possible use of the NFB Vans. 
Discussion on how to publicize the parent workshops and youth activites. Suggestions include being included in the Braille Spectator, MOPBC database would need to be given to NFBMD for MDPOBC members to be sent the Spectator. 

Fliers can be sent to Lisa Wright to include in her newsletter to the TVI’s across the state. Check with the MD State Library for the Blind and Physically Handicapped re sending out information to their database. Sending fliers as we have done in the past, will need to look at method of doing this to be compliant with the Free Matter for the Blind mail regulations. 

Next Meeting Sunday May 16, 2010 at the home of Susan Polansky
