Maryland Parents of Blind Children, 
a Division of the National Federation of the Blind of Maryland

Board Meeting Minutes for Saturday, February 21, 2009

Submitted by Barbara Cheadle, Secretary

Board members attending:

Susan Polansky, president

Bob Watson, treasurer

Barbara Cheadle, secretary

Darlene Dorr

Bill Jacobs

Leslie Garrison

Board members absent:

Trudy Pickrel, vice president

Sharonda Baker

Other members and guests attending:

Melissa Riccobono, president of the NFB/MD; Johnna Watson, Jessica Watson, Marsha Linsay, Bernie Jacobs (and children Virginia Rose and David), and Christine Brinkley and her daughter, Allison.

The board meeting was called to order by president Susan Polansky at 1:00 p.m.  The meeting was held at the National Center for the Blind following the meeting of the Greater Baltimore Chapter of the NFB of Maryland.

Secretary’s report:   Former secretary, Bob Watson, circulated copies of the minutes of the November 16, 2009, board meeting.  The minutes were approved.

Treasurer’s report:   Former treasurer, Barbara Cheadle, reported that the balance in the treasury as of December 31, 2008 (end of the fiscal year), was $1,452.37.   Since than time, about $450 was deposited from funds collected at the convention in November, and about $200 in checks were written for expenses related to the convention, leaving about $1,700 in the bank for operating expenses.
Motions passed:   The board passed a motion to change our list serve host from yahoo to NFB Net.  It will still be free.
Reports:  
**Darlene Dorr, chair of the Bake Auction which occurred that morning from 10:00 to noon during the Greater Baltimore chapter meeting, reported that we raised about $730 at the auction.  
**The breakfast that the POBC/MD parents prepared for the chapter members under Bob Watson’s leadership, was much appreciated.  We served our traditional egg casserole, mini-bagels, grapes, fruit juice, and coffee.  The committee of helpers included Bob, Johnna, and daughter Jessica Watson; Susan and son Jason Polanksy; Darlene Dorr and son Nathaniel; and Elvita Palmer and daughter Leah.

**The Braille Readers are Leaders contest party will be either May 4th or May 6th.

Other Discussions and Actions:

**Parents Seminar and Picnic:   The bulk of the meeting centered around organizing and assigning people to specific tasks for the Saturday, April 25, 2009, POBC/MD parents seminar and picnic. The workshop will be held from 9:30 am. to 2:00 p.m. followed by a pot-luck picnic on the outdoors deck (off the dining room) of the National Center for the Blind.  Childcare will be provided.  Because lunch will be late in the afternoon, POBC/MD will also bring and provide refreshments.  We will also have a small Silent Auction with about 5 or 6 items.  The MD/POBC will provide the meat, drinks, and condiments for the picnic.  Tasks:  Pre-registration, flyers, program, and overall chairman--Susan Polansky; seminar literature packets—Bill Jacobs and Marsha Lindsey; Registration—Bernie Jacobs;  Logistics--Barbara Cheadle; Silent Auction--Christine Brinkley; Music--Bob Watson; Food and food set-up--Darlene Dorr and Leslie Garrison; Picnic set up with grills, tables, etc—Bill Jacobs.  Susan Polansky will recruit a coordinator for the childcare.
**BELL program:  Once again, the NFB/MD is conducting a Braille Enrichment for Literacy and Learning two-week summer program for low vision kids.  Bernie Jacobs volunteered to assist president Riccobono in taking pre-registrations for the program which will take place at the National Center for the Blind from August 3 – 14.
**Exhibit Table at the Maryland School for the Blind Parents Seminar on March 21:  The POBC/MD will host an exhibit table, give away literature and information,  and will also give away three door prizes at the event.  Melissa Riccobono will donate a certificate for Discovery Toys, and Bernie and Bill Jacobs will donate cash for prizes.  Because people may need to leave early, we will take names and addresses for the door prize and mail the prizes to the winners if they are not present.
The meeting adjourned at 2:30 p.m.

