MARYLAND PARENTS OF BLIND CHILDREN
MINUTES OF GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING

November 13. 2005
Present:

Susan Polansky (SP) (President)
Karen Herstein

Barbara Cheadle (BC) (Treasurer)
Danielle Becker

Kevin Harris (KH) (2nd VP)
Renee Kirby (RK) (1st VP)
Samta Singh (Board)
Jackie Anderson (Board)
Kit Bloom

Latonya Phipps

Sharon Maneki

Leslie Garrison (Board)
Johnna Watson

Bob Watson (BW) – (Secretary)
Meeting was called to order at 7:40 am by President Susan Polansky. 
Old Business:

SP suggests we look at the forms for childcare times of offering. BC suggests that Loretta White be consulted. SP would like to send thank you letters to the providers. SP will provide names and addresses, and will contact BW to get mailing out. 
SP is open to suggestions for activities for kids for next year. Loretta White had stated that she’d be available to coordinate either the youth activities or the child care side. A suggestion to have 3 programs was discussed:

  -- Up to age 7

  -- Age 7-10

  -- 11 and older

A childcare committee was established consisting of: Leslie Garrison, Susan Polansky, Jackie Anderson and Loretta White.

Treasurer’s Report: BC

Balance last year: $4821.11

Income of $4329.88

Expenses of $8376.38

Current Balance of: $773.81

All agreed to the need to raise some funds for activities and programs. RK may have a contact for a grant-writer. She needs a 503C number (to be provided by Karen Herstein)
Fund Raising:

Avon is now—must be in by Nov 22nd to SP. The Avon rep (Lee) is donating her portion of the profits to MDPOBC. 

February is bake auction – Johnna Watson is coordinating. Labeling can be done by Jason Polansky if required.  There will also be a breakfast preparation by the parents and maybe some of the students. Karen Herstein will assist and several members volunteered to help as well. BC will arrange the ingredients for the food.  Leslie and Tony Garrison will help with cooking and/or cleaning.  KH will cook under sleepshades as will BW.

Christmas Party 
December 17th – need to look at plans and how to best coordinate the activities. Kit Bloom offered to do a story hour. There will be an email going out to the group members asking for assistance to conduct this activity. Johnna Watson and others will assist with crafts.

Other business:
SP suggests that because of the geographical separation of the members of the board, it is best to hold the quarterly meetings via a conference call.  SP asked for a survey of what its members are interested in seeing for the coming year. Kit Bloom offered to provide to SP and Latanya a copy of a similar survey that the LBPH conducted. 

Kevin Harris offered to serve as point of contact for fundraising ideas. Pizza Hut, Fuddruckers, etc. 

A beginner’s guide to Braille workshop will be conducted by BW sometime after the 1st of the year. Possibly LBPH can provide the space. BW will contact Kit Bloom to work out the logistics. 

There will be a conference call on SUNDAY January 22nd – 7:30 PM. SP will provide number in advance to call. 

Meeting adjourned at 8:55 am.

Respectfully submitted,

Bob Watson

Secretary, MDPOBC

