Minutes of MDPOBC General Membership Meeting

March 3, 2007
Thurmont MD (Susan Polansky’s house)
Called to order at 10:45 am by Susan Polansky

Attendees:

Barbara Cheadle (BC), Danielle Becker (DB), Susan Polansky (SP), Ed Polansky (EP),  Bob Watson (BW),  Kevin Harris (KH) 
Old Business:

Secretary’s Report: (BW) Minutes of last meeting (11/12/06) were distributed and read with no corrections. Accepted.

Christmas Party Report: Coordinated by Leslie Garrison. BC reports that there was good turnout of children, but fewer blind children than in past years. Paul Ficarro was Santa. It was stated the Kit Bloom did an excellent job with the story time, and that having the story time FIRST while crafts were setup was an excellent idea. BC would like to see someone take more advance lead onsite at NCB for preparation.  
Breakfast and Bake Auction:  Held on Feb 17th was a great success. $1955 was total tally (up from $1665 last year). Darlene Dorr will be provided the list of “donors”, as well as buyers for use in planning next year’s activity. Suggestion from SP to buy the more shallow disposable aluminum pans next year. Also, the “bacon” casseroles were the most popular choice.  
Treasurer’s Report:  Balance as of 1/31/07 was $935.79. Current balance is $2864.55, and we are due a $60 credit from the bank due to an account maintenance refund.  Deposits of $200 for dues made.  Expenses of $690 for National, $1330.56 for State, $232 for awards and $400 for events spending. BC has submitted the annual report to Peggy Elliott on behalf of the MDPOBC.  BW suggests that a “Quicken” software program be used, as was done previously with John Cheadle. BC will explore that as an option as a way to streamline data entry and reporting.
New Business:
Cecil County Resource Conference: Being held on March 24th. SP was approached about having a table there. BW reported that he had attended a few years ago as President and the event was very small and not worth the effort. SP will contact rep and respectfully decline the invite.
Fund Raising:  A few ideas were discussed. 

a. BC suggests creating a “Who’s Who of Blind Youth”, similar to the “Who’s Who in High School”. This could consist of a $50 entry fee per person, with one copy of completed book with order. Additional copies fee is TBD. 
b. ‘Showcase of Talent”- possibly to be held at NCB, would feature different talents, skills from blind youth around Maryland. It could include: craft skills/needlework etc, poetry readings/original writings, singing, instrumental, dancing, etc.  Could start small with program, offering cheese, fruits, punch/juices etc.  Would need committee to undertake event planning and determine timing. 

c. Bowl a Thon: Initially it was thought that Mindy Lipsey would coordinate. May need to revisit if she is unable to commit to planning. This is a TBD, yet could occur during one of the stretches of spring break or an end of school year activity. DB and SP were checking school calendars to see what may be possible.

Social Activity:  Picnic at Patapsco State Park – planned for APRIL 28th. Would include visits to a local firehouse, and possibly some antique cars on site for inspection (John Cheadle to assist with contacts). KH would make contact with local firehouse officials to request equipment and/or visiting arrangements. Additionally, an egg hunt with beeping eggs could happen.  Hamburgers/hot dogs and beverages provided by MDPOBC. Cooking coordinators: BW and EP.   Would ask attendees to bring a side dish or dessert, as well as “tableware”. SP will ask Samta to work with Dr. Gosse in developing a scavenger hunt for the kids, and providing some of the chapter members as blind role models/guides.  Mark Riccobono could be asked to do a blind cooking demo. DB and Dan Becker could do a “disc golf” program/game if there is interest.
Another idea raised by SP was the Big Apple Circus (Circus of the Senses), held in September at the Dulles Town Center. SP will be requesting information on the event. There will be limited availability of tickets, going first to members who are current in their dues.  BC suggests contacting Melissa Riccobono to get some blind adult members to chaperone. 

MD Convention 2007:  SP raised several “themes”. It was voted that SP would choose one from the list of:

BEYOND LIMITATIONS  **  (was selected)

SURVIVING IFSP/IEP

ATTITUDE IS EVERYTHING

For childcare, to be coordinated again by Sheronda Baker, “Wikie Stix Wonderland and Making Joyful Noise are possible themes. 

BW offered to hold an “ABCs of Braille” workshop on the Friday afternoon of MD state convention if there is interest.

The next scheduled meeting: will be via teleconference: on a Sunday evening – TBD – SP will send around details. 
IMPORTANT DATES:
May 8: 9:30 am, Braille Readers are Leaders Ceremony at NFB HQ. BC is coordinator. 

May 9: MD LBPH: Library Conference. SP and DB attend.

June 30-July 6: National Convention, Atlanta GA.

November 9-11: MD State Convention, Ocean City.

Meeting adjourned at 1:00 pm.
Respectfully submitted,

Bob Watson

Secretary, MDPOBC


